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THE WAR IN VIETNAM 


The President’s Address to the Nation. November 3, 1969 


Good evening, my fellow Americans: 


Tonight I want to talk to you on a subject of deep concern to all 
Americans and to many people in all parts of the world—the war in 
Vietnam. 

I believe that one of the reasons for the deep division about Vietnam 
is that many Americans have lost confidence in what their Government 
has told them about our policy. The American people cannot and should 
not be asked to support a policy which involves the overriding issues of 
war and peace unless they know the truth about that policy. 

Tonight, therefore, I would like to answer some of the questions 
that I know are on the minds of many of you listening to me. 

How and why did America get involved in Vietnam in the first 
place? 

How has this administration changed the policy of the previous 
administration? 

What has really happened in the negotiations in Paris and on the 
battlefront in Vietnam? 

What choices do we have if we are to end the war? 

What are the prospects for peace? 

Let me begin by describing the situation I found when I was inau- 
gurated on January 20. 

—The war had been going on for 4 years. 

—31,000 Americans had been killed in action. 


—The training program for the South Vietnamese was behind 
schedule. 


—540,000 Americans were in Vietnam with no plans to reduce the 
number. 


—No progress had been made at the negotiations in Paris and the 
United States had not put forth a comprehensive peace proposal. 

—The war was causing deep division at home and criticism from 
many of our friends as well as our enemies abroad. 

In view of these circumstances there were some who urged that I 


end the war at once by ordering the immediate withdrawal of all Ameri- 
can forces. 
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From a political standpoint this would have been a popular and 
easy course to follow. After all, we became involved in the war while 
my predecessor was in office. I could blame the defeat which would be 
the result of my action on him and come out as the peacemaker. Some 
put it to me quite bluntly: This was the only way to avoid allowing 
Johnson’s war to become Nixon’s war. 


But I had a greater obligation than to think only of the years of 
my administration and the next election. I had to think of the effect of 
my decision on the next generation and on the future of peace and 
freedom in America and in the world. 


Let us all understand that the question before us is not whether 
some Americans are for peace and some Americans are against peace. 
The question at issue is not whether Johnson’s war becomes Nixon’s war. 


The great question is: How can we win America’s peace? 


Let us turn now to the fundamental issue. Why and how did the 
United States become involved in Vietnam in the first place? 


Fifteen years ago North Vietnam, with the logistical support of 
Communist China and the Soviet Union, launched a campaign to impose 
a Communist government on South Vietnam by instigating and support- 
ing a revolution. 


In response to the request of the Government of South Vietnam, 
President Eisenhower sent economic aid and military equipment to assist 
the people of South Vietnam in their efforts to prevent a Communist 
takeover. Seven years ago, President Kennedy sent 16,000 military per- 
sonnel to Vietnam as combat advisers. Four years ago, President Johnson 
sent American combat forces to South Vietnam. 


Now, many believe that President Johnson’s decision to send Ameri- 
can combat forces to South Vietnam was wrong. And many others—I 
among them—have been strongly critical of the way the war has been 
conducted. 


But the question facing us today is—now that we are in the war, what 
is the best way to end it? 


In January I could only conclude that the precipitate withdrawal 
of American forces from Vietnam would be a disaster not only for South 
Vietnam but for the United States and for the cause of peace. 


For the South Vietnamese, our precipitate withdrawal would inevi- 
tably allow the Communists to repeat the massacres which followed their 
takeover in the North 15 years before. 


—They then murdered more than 50,000 people and hundreds of 
thousands more died in slave labor camps. 


—We saw a prelude of what would happen in South Vietnam when 
the Communists entered the city of Hue last year. During their 
brief rule there, there was a bloody reign of terror in which 3,000 
civilians were clubbed, shot to death, and buried in mass graves. 
—wWith the sudden collapse of our support, these atrocities of Hue 
would become the nightmare of the entire nation—and particu- 
larly for the million and a half Catholic refugees who fled to South 
Vietnam when the Communists took over in the North. 
For the United States, this first defeat in our Nation’s history would 
result in a collapse of confidence in American leadership, not only in Asia 
but throughout the world. 
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Three American Presidents have recognized the great stakes 
involved in Vietnam and understood what had to be done. 

—In 1963, President Kennedy, with his characteristic eloquence and 
clarity, said, “. . . we want to see a stable government there, carrying 
on a struggle to maintain its national independence. 

“We believe strongly in that. We are not going to withdraw from 
that effort. In my opinion, for us to withdraw from that effort would 
mean a collapse not only of South Vietnam, but Southeast Asia. So we 
are going to stay there.” 

President Eisenhower and President Johnson expressed the same 
conclusion during their terms of office. 


For the future of peace, precipitate withdrawal would thus be a 
disaster of immense magnitude. 


—A nation cannot remain great if it betrays its allies and lets down 
its friends. 

—Our defeat and humiliation in South Vietnam without question 
would promote recklessness in the councils of those great powers 
who have not yet abandoned their goals of world conquest. 

—This would spark violence wherever our commitments help main- 
tain the peace—in the Middle East, in Berlin, eventually even in 
the Western Hemisphere. 

Ultimately, this would cost more lives. 

It would not bring peace; it would bring more war. 

For these reasons, I rejected the recommendation that I should end 
the war by immediately withdrawing all our forces. I chose instead to 
change American policy on both the negotiating front and battlefront. 

In order to end a war fought on many fronts, I initiated a pursuit 
for peace on many fronts. 

In a television speech on May 14, in a speech before the United 
Nations, and on a number of other occasions I set forth our peace pro- 
posals in great detail. 

—We have offered the complete withdrawal of all outside forces 

within 1 year. 

—We have proposed a cease-fire under international supervision. 

—We have offered free elections under international supervision 
with the Communists participating in the organization and con- 
duct of the elections as an organized political force. The Saigon 
Government has pledged to accept the result of the elections. 

We have not put forth our proposals on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. 

We have indicated that we are willing to discuss the proposals that have 
been put forth by the other side. We have declared that anything is nego- 
tiable except the right of the people of South Vietnam to determine their 
own future. At the Paris peace conference, Ambassador Lodge has dem- 
onstrated our flexibility and good faith in 40 public meetings. 

Hanoi has refused even to discuss our proposals. They demand our 
unconditional acceptance of their terms, which are that we withdraw all 
American forces immediately and unconditionally and that we overthrow 
the Government of South Vietnam as we leave. 

We have not limited our peace initiatives to public forums and 
public statements. I recognized, in January, that a long and bitter war 
like this usually cannot be settled in a public forum. That is why in 
addition to the public statements and negotiations I have explored every 
possible private avenue that might lead to a settlement. 
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Tonight I am taking the unprecedented step of disclosing to you 
some of our other initiatives for peace—initiatives we undertook privately 
and secretly because we thought that we thereby might open a door 
which publicly would be closed. 

I did not wait for my inauguration to begin my quest for peace. 

—Soon after my election through an individual who is directly in 
contact on a personal basis with the leaders of North Vietnam I 
made two private offers for a rapid, comprehensive settle- 
ment. Hanoi’s replies called in effect for our surrender before 
negotiations. 

—Since the Soviet Union furnishes most of the military equipment 
for North Vietnam, Secretary of State Rogers, my Assistant for 
National Security Affairs, Dr. Kissinger, Ambassador Lodge, and 
I, personally, have met on a number of occasions with representa- 
tives of the Soviet Government to enlist their assistance in getting 
meaningful negotiations started. In addition we have had ex- 
tended discussions directed toward that same end with represent- 
atives of other governments which have diplomatic relations with 


North Vietnam. None of these initiatives have to date produced 
results. 


—In mid-July, I became convinced that it was necessary to make 
a major move to break the deadlock in the Paris talks. I spoke 
directly in this office, where I am now sitting, with an individual 
who had known Ho Chi Minh on a personal basis for 25 years. 
Through him I sent a letter to Ho Chi Minh. 


I did this outside of the usual diplomatic channels with the 
hope that with the necessity of making statements for propaganda 
removed, there might be constructive progress toward bringing 
the war to an end. Let me read from that letter: 

“Dear Mr. President: 


“I realize that it is difficult to communicate meaningfully 
across the gulf of four years of war. But precisely because of this 
gulf, I wanted to take this opportunity to reaffirm in all solemnity 
my desire to work for a just peace. I deeply believe that the war 
in Vietnam has gone on too long and delay in bringing it to an end 
can benefit no one—least of all the people of Vietnam. . . . 

“The time has come to move forward at the conference table 
toward an early resolution of this tragic war. You will find us 
forthcoming and open-minded in a common effort to bring the 
blessings of peace to the brave people of Vietnam. Let history 
record that at this critical juncture, both sides turned their face 
toward peace rather than toward conflict and war.” 

I received Ho Chi Minh’s reply on August 30, 3 days 
before his death. It simply reiterated the public position North 
Vietnam had taken at Paris and flatly rejected my initiative. 

The full text of both letters is being released to the press. 

—lIn addition to the public meetings that I have referred to, Ambas- 
sador Lodge has met with Vietnam’s chief negotiator in Paris in 
11 private sessions. 

—We have taken other significant initiatives which must remain 


secret to keep open some channels of communication which may 
still prove to be productive. 
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But the effect of all the public, private, and secret negotiations which 
have been undertaken since the bombing halt a year ago and since this 
administration came into office on January 20, can be summed up in 
one sentence: No progress whatever has been made except agreement on 
the shape of the bargaining table. 

Now who is at fault? 

It has become clear that the obstacle in negotiating an end to the 
war is not the President of the United States. It is not the South Viet- 
namese Government. 

The obstacle is the other side’s absolute refusal to show the least 
willingness to join us in seeking a just peace. It will not do so while it is 
convinced that all it has to do is to wait for our next concession, and our 
next concession after that one, until it gets everything it wants. 

There can now be no longer any question that progress in negotia- 
tion depends only on Hanoi’s deciding to negotiate, to negotiate seriously. 

I realize that this report on our efforts on the diplomatic front is 
discouraging to the American people, but the American people are 
entitled to know the truth—the bad news as well as the good news, where 
the lives of our young men are involved. 

Now let me turn, however, to a more encouraging report on another 
front. 

At the time we launched our search for peace I recognized we might 
not succeed in bringing an end to the war through negotiation. I, there- 
fore, put into effect another plan to bring peace—a plan which will bring 
the war to an end regardless of what happens on the negotiating front. 

It is in line with a major shift in U.S. foreign policy which I de- 
scribed in my press conference at Guam on July 25. Let me briefly explain 
what has been described as the Nixon Doctrine—a policy which not only 
will help end the war in Vietnam, but which is an essential element of 
our program to prevent future Vietnams. 

We Americans are a do-it-yourself people. We are an impatient 
people. Instead of teaching someone else to do a job, we like to do it 
ourselves. And this trait has been carried over into our foreign policy. 

In Korea and again in Vietnam, the United States furnished most 
of the money, most of the arms, and most of the men to help the people 
of those countries defend their freedom against Communist aggression. 

Before any American troops were committed to Vietnam, a leader 
of another Asian country expressed this opinion to me when I was travel- 
ing in Asia as a private citizen. He said, “When you are trying to assist 
another nation defend its freedom, U.S. policy should be to help them 
fight the war but not to fight the war for them.” 

Well, in accordance with this wise counsel, I laid down in Guam 
three principles as guidelines for future American policy toward Asia: 

First, the Unjted States will keep all of its treaty commitments. 

Second, we shall provide a shield if a nuclear power threatens the 


freedom of a nation allied with us or of a nation whose survival we con- 
sider vital to our security. 


Third, in cases involving other types of aggression, we shall furnish 
military and economic assistance when requested in accordance with 
our treaty commitments. But we shall look to the nation directly threat- 


ened to assume the primary responsibility of providing the manpower 
for its defense. 
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After I announced this policy, I found that the leaders of the Philip- 
pines, Thailand, Vietnam, South Korea, and other nations which might 
be threatened by Communist aggression, welcomed this new direction 
in American foreign policy. 

The defense of freedom is everybody’s business—not just America’s 
business. And it is particularly the responsibility of the people whose 
freedom is threatened. In the previous administration, we Americanized 
the war in Vietnam. In this administration, we are Vietnamizing the 
search for peace. 

The policy of the previous administration not only resulted in our 
assuming the primary responsibility for fighting the war but even more 
significantly did not adequately stress the goal of strengthening the South 
Vietnamese so that they could defend themselves when we left. 

The Vietnamization plan was launched following Secretary Laird’s 
visit to Vietnam in March. Under the plan, I ordered first a substantial 
increase in the training and equipment of South Vietnamese forces. 


In July, on my visit to Vietnam, I changed General Abrams’ orders 
so that they were consistent with the objectives of our new policies. Under 
the new orders, the primary mission of our troops is to enable the South 
Vietnamese forces to assume the full responsibility for the security 
of South Vietnam. 

Our air operations have been reduced by over 20 percent. 

And now we have begun to see the results of this long overdue change 
in American policy in Vietnam. 

—After 5 years of Americans going into Vietnam, we are finally 

bringing American men home. By December 15, over 60,000 men 
will have been withdrawn from South Vietnam—including 20 
percent of all of our combat forces. 

—The South Vietnamese have continued to gain in strength. As a 

result they have been able to take over combat responsibilities 
from our American troops. 


Two other significant developments have occurred since this admin- 
istration took office. 


—Enemy infiltration, infiltration which is essential if they are to 
launch a major attack, over the last 3 months is less than 20 per- 
cent of what it was over the same period last year. 

—Most important—United States casualties have declined during 
the last 2 months to the lowest point in 3 years. 

Let me now turn to our program for the future. 

We have adopted a plan which we have worked out in cooperation 
with the South Vietnamese for the complete withdrawal of all U.S. 
combat ground forces, and their replacement by South Vietnamese 
forces on an orderly scheduled timetable. This withdrawal will be made 
from strength and not from weakness. As South Vietnamese forces be- 
come stronger, the rate of American withdrawal can become greater. 

I have not and do not intend to announce the timetable for our 
program. There are obvious reasons for this decision which I am sure 
you will understand. As I have indicated on several occasions, the rate 
of withdrawal will depend on developments on three fronts. 

One of these is the progress which can be or might be made in the 
Paris talks. An announcement of a fixed timetable for our withdrawal 
would completely remove any incentive for the enemy to negotiate an 
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agreement. They would simply wait until our forces had withdrawn and 
then move in. 

The other two factors on which we will base our withdrawal deci- 
sions are the level of enemy activity and the progress of the training 
program of the South Vietnamese forces. I am glad to be able to report 
tonight progress on both of these fronts has been greater than we antic- 
ipated when we started the program in June for withdrawal. As a result, 
our timetable for withdrawal is more optimistic now than when we made 
our first estimates in June. This clearly demonstrates why it is not wise 
to be frozen in on a fixed timetable. 

We must retain the flexibility to base each withdrawal decision on 
the situation as it is at that time rather than on estimates that are no 
longer valid. 


Along with this optimistic estimate, I must—in all candor—leave 
one note of caution. 

If the level of enemy activity significantly increases we might have 
to adjust our timetable accordingly. 

However, I want the record to be completely clear on one point. 

At the time of the bombing halt just a year ago, there was some 
confusion as to whether there was an understanding on the part of the 
enemy that if we stopped the bombing of North Vietnam they would stop 
the shelling of cities in South Vietnam. I want to be sure that there is 
no misunderstanding on the part of the enemy with regard to our with- 
drawal program. 

We have noted the reduced level of infiltration, the reduction of our 
casualties, and are basing our withdrawal decisions partially on those 
factors. 

If the level of infiltration or our casualties increase while we are 
trying to scale down the fighting, it will be the result of a conscious 
decision by the enemy. 


Hanoi could make no greater mistake than to assume that an 
increase in violence will be to its advantage. If I conclude that increased 
enemy action jeopardizes our remaining forces in Vietnam, I shall not 
hesitate to take strong and effective measures to deal with that situation. 

This is not a threat. This is a statement of policy which as Com- 
mander in Chief of our Armed Forces I am making in meeting my 
responsibility for the protection of American fighting men wherever they 
may be. 

My fellow Americans, I am sure you can recognize from what I have 
said that we really only have two choices open to us if we want to end 
this war. 

—I can order an immediate, precipitate withdrawal of all Ameri- 

cans from Vietnam without regard to the effects of that action. 

—Or we can persist in our search for a just peace through a nego- 

tiated settlement if possible, or through continued implementa- 
tion of our plan for Vietnamization if necessary—a plan in which 
we will withdraw all of our forces from Vietnam on a schedule 
in accordance with our program, as the South Vietnamese become 
strong enough to defend their own freedom. 

I have chosen this second course. 

It is not the easy way. 

It is the right way. 








MONDAY 








MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1969 on 


It is a plan which will end the war and serve the cause of peace— 
not just in Vietnarg but in the Pacific and in the world. 

In speaking of the consequences of a precipitate withdrawal, I 
mentioned that our allies would lose confidence in America. 

Far more dangerous, we would lose confidence in ourselves. Oh, 
the immediate reaction would be a sense of relief that our men were 
coming home. But as we saw the consequences of what we had done, 
inevitable remorse and divisive recrimination would scar our spirit as 
a people. 

We have faced other crises in our history and have become stronger 
by rejecting the easy way out and taking the right way in meeting our 
challenges. Our greatness as a nation has been our capacity to do what 
had to be done when we knew our course was right. 

I recognize that some of my fellow citizens disagree with the plan 
for peace I have chosen. Honest and patriotic Americans have reached 
different conclusions as to how peace should be achieved. 

In San Francisco a few weeks ago, I saw demonstrators carrying 
signs reading: “Lose in Vietnam, bring the boys home.” 

Well, one of the strengths of our free society is that any American 
has a right to reach that conclusion and to advocate that point of view. 
But as President of the United States, I would be untrue to my oath of 
office if I allowed the policy of this Nation to be dictated by the minority 
who hold that point of view and who try to impose it on the Nation by 
mounting demonstrations in the street. 

For almost 200 years, the policy of this Nation has been made under 
our Constitution by those leaders in the Congress and in the White House 
elected by all of the people. If a vocal minority, however fervent its cause, 
prevails over reason and the will of the majority this Nation has no future 
as a free society. 


And now I would like to address a word if I may to the young peo- 
ple of this Nation who are particularly concerned, and I understand 
why they are concerned, about this war. 

I respect your idealism. 

I share your concern for peace. 

I want peace as much as you do. 


There are powerful personal reasons I want to end this war. This 
week I will have to sign 83 letters to mothers, fathers, wives, and loved 
ones of men who have given their lives for America in Vietnam. It is 
very little satisfaction to me that this is only one-third as many letters 
as I signed the first week in office. There is nothing I want more than 
to see the day come when I do not have to write any of those letters. 

—I want to end the war to save the lives of those brave young men 
in Vietnam. 

—But I want to end it in a way which will increase the chance that 
their younger brothers and their sons will not have to fight in some 
future Vietnam someplace in the world. 

—And I want to end the war for another reason. I want to end it 
so that the energy and dedication of you, our young people, now 
too often directed into bitter hatred against those responsible for 
the war, can be turned to the great challenges of peace, a better 
life for all Americans, a better life for all people on this earth. 

I have chosen a plan for peace. I believe it will succeed. 








1554 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


If it does succeed, what the critics say now won’t matter. If it does 
not succeed, anything I say then won’t matter. 


I know it may not be fashionable to speak of patriotism or national 
destiny these days. But I feel it is appropriate to do so on this occasion. 

Two hundred years ago this Nation was weak and poor. But even 
then, America was the hope of millions in the world. Today we have 
become the strongest and richest Nation in the world. The wheel of 
destiny has turned so that any hope the world has for the survival of 
peace and freedom will be determined by whether the American people 


have the moral stamina and the courage to meet the challenge of free 
world leadership. 


Let historians not record that when America was the most powerful 
nation in the world we passed on the other side of the road and allowed 
the last hopes for peace and freedom of millions of people to be suffocated 
by the forces of totalitarianism. 

And so tonight—to you, the great silent majority of my fellow Ameri- 
cans—lI ask for your support. 

I pledged in my campaign for the Presidency to end the war in a 
way that we could win the peace. I have initiated a plan of action which 
will enable me to keep that pledge. 

The more support I can have from the American people, the sooner 
that pledge can be redeemed; for the more divided we are at home, the 
less likely the enemy is to negotiate at Paris. 

Let us be united for peace. Let us also be united against defeat. Be- 
cause let us understand: North Vietnam cannot defeat or humiliate the 
United States. Only Americans can do that. 

Fifty years ago, in this room and at this very desk, President Woodrow 
Wilson spoke words which caught the imagination of a war-weary world. 
He said, “This is the war to end wars.” His dream for peace after World 
War I was shattered on the hard realities of great power politics and 
Woodrow Wilson died a broken man. 

Tonight I do not tell you that the war in Vietnam is the war to end 
wars. But I do say this: 

I have initiated a plan which will end this war in a way that will 
bring us closer to that great goal to which Woodrow Wilson and every 
American President in our history has been dedicated—the goal of a 
just and lasting peace. 

As President I hold the responsibility for choosing the best path to 
that goal and then leading the Nation along it. 


I pledge to you tonight that I shall meet this responsibility with 
all of the strength and wisdom I can command in accordance with your 
hopes, mindful of your concerns, sustained by your prayers. 

Thank you and good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:32 p.m. in his Oval Office at the White House. The 
address was broadcast on radio and television. 
The exchange of letters with President Ho Chi Minh of North Vietnam, to which 


President Nixon referred in his address, was also released by the White House, as 
follows: 


July 15, 1969 
Dear Mr. President: 


I realize that it is difficult to communicate meaningfully across the gulf of four 
years of war. But precisely because of this gulf, I wanted to take this opportunity to 
reaffirm in all solemnity my desire to work for a just peace. I deeply believe that the 
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war in Vietnam has gone on too long and delay in bringing it to an end can benefit 
no one—least of all the people of Vietnam. My speech on May 14 laid out a proposal 
which I believe is fair to all parties. Other proposals have been made which attempt 
to give the people of South Vietnam an opportunity to choose their own future. These 
proposals take into account the reasonable conditions of all sides. But we stand ready 
to discuss other programs as well, specifically the 10-point program of the NLF. 

As I have said repeatedly, there is nothing to be gained by waiting. Delay can 
only increase the dangers and multiply the suffering. 

The time has come to move forward at the conference table toward an early 
resolution of this tragic war. You will find us forthcoming and open-minded in a com- 
mon effort to bring the blessings of peace to the brave people of Vietnam. Let history 
record that at this critical juncture, both sides turned their face toward peace rather 
than toward conflict and war. 

Sincerely, 
Ricuarp Nixon 
{His Excellency Ho Chi Minh, President, Democratic Republic of Vietnam, Hanoi] 


Hanoi, 25 August 1969 
(Received in Paris August 30) 
To His Excellency Richard Milhous Nixon 
President of the United States 
Washington 


Mr. President: 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter. 


The war of aggression of the United States against our people, violating our 
fundamental national rights, still continues in South Vietnam. The United States 
continues to intensify military operations, the B-52 bombings and the use of toxic 
chemical products multiply the crimes against the Vietnamese people. The longer the 
war goes on, the more it accumulates the mourning and burdens of the American 
people. I am extremely indignant at the losses and destructions caused by the Ameri- 
can troops to our people and our country. I am also deeply touched at the rising toll 
of death of young Americans who have fallen in Vietnam by reason of the policy of 
American governing circles. 


Our Vietnamese people are deeply devoted to peace, a real peace with inde- 
pendence and real freedom. They are determined to fight to the end, without fearing 
the sacrifices and difficulties in order to defend their country and their sacred national 
rights. The overall solution in 10 points of the National Liberation Front of South 
Vietnam and of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South 
Vietnam is a logical and reasonable basis for the settlement of the Vietnamese prob- 
lem. It has earned the sympathy and support of the peoples of the world. 

In your letter you have expressed the desire to act for a just peace. For this the 
United States must cease the war of aggression and withdraw their troops from South 
Vietnam, respect the right of the population of the° South and of the Vietnamese 
nation to dispose of themselves, without foreign influence. This is the correct manner 
of solving the Vietnamese problem in conformity with the national rights of the Viet- 
namese people, the interests of the United States and the hopes for peace of the 
peoples of the world. This is the path that will allow the United States to get out of 
the war with honor. 

With good will on both sides we might arrive at common efforts in view of finding 
a correct solution of the Vietnamese problem. 


Sincerely, 
Ho Cur MINH 
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Railway Labor Dispute 


Announcement of Report of Emergency Board 
Investigating Disputes Between Railroads Represented 
by the National Railway Labor Conference and Certain 
Employees. November 3, 1969 


The President today released the report of Presidential 
Emergency Board No. 176. The Board was created Octo- 
ber 3, 1969, to investigate disputes between the Nation’s 
railroads represented by the National Railway Labor 
Conference and certain of their employees represented 
by the International Association of Machinists and Aero- 
space Workers, the International Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers, the Sheet Metal Workers’ International 
Association, and the International Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers and 
Helpers. The dispute involves approximately 48,000 shop- 
craft mechanics, their helpers and apprentices. 

The Board recommended the establishment of a new 
Class I mechanics’ rate at least 20 cents per hour above 
the regular mechanics’ rate to be paid to mechanics per- 
forming the most highly skilled and responsible assign- 
ments. The Board stated that the parties should negotiate 
concerning the assignments to which the higher rate 
should be applicable, and suggested as a general guide 
that the rate should apply to from 15 to 25 percent of the 
mechanics on each railroad. Railroad mechanics cur- 
rently earn about $3.60 per hour. 

The Board further recommended continued bargain- 
ing on proposed changes in certain work rules to obtain 
cost savings in equipment maintenance and repair, and 
in other areas. Savings resulting from meaningful rule 
changes should provide the basis, the Board said, for fur- 
ther wage adjustments. In addition, the Board recom- 
mended general wage increases for all employees in the 
amounts of 2 percent, effective January 1, 1969, and 3 
percent, effective July 1, 1969. 

The Board urged a review and study of the Railway 
Labor Act to consider possible revisions; and that the 
railroads and unions consider revision of their bargaining 
structure. The Board concluded that “Serious and difficult 
negotiations will be required to face realistically the issues 
remaining and particularly the monetary implications of 
rule changes. The Board is confident, nevertheless, that a 
framework of agreement has been erected.” 

The Board was composed of Ralph T. Seward, attorney 
and arbitrator, Washington, D.C., Chairman; Robert G. 
Howlett, attorney and Chairman of the Michigan Em- 
ployment Relations Commission, Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
and Professor E. Robert Livernash, Graduate School of 
Business Administration, Harvard University, Cambridge, 


Mass. 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Under the provisions of the Railway Labor Act, the 
parties must maintain the “status quo” for a period of 
30 days following the Board’s report. 


NOTE: For Executive Order 11486, creating the Emergency Board 
and lists of the railroads and labor organizations involved, see page 
1358 of this volume of the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents. 


The President’s Staff 


Announcement of Appointments of Bryce Harlow and 
Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan as Counsellors to the President 
and of John Ehrlichman as Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs, and Assignments in the Domestic 


Affairs Staff. November 4, 1969 


The President today appointed Bryce Harlow and 
Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan to be Counsellors to the Presi- 
dent, with Cabinet rank. 

Harlow, who was the first man appointed by Mr. Nixon 
to the White House staff after the 1968 elections, will 
continue policy guidance of congressional relations but 
will be freed from day-to-day operational detail to be 
more available to the President for counsel on the entire 
spectrum of national affairs. 

Moynihan, who now heads the staff of the Urban 
Affairs Council, will continue his policy guidance in urban 
problems, but will be able to apply his demonstrated 
innovative flair to the full range of domestic policy 
development. 

The operational responsibilities presently carried by 
Mr. Harlow will in time be assumed by a new Assistant 
to the President for Congressional Relations, and similarly 
a new executive secretary of the Urban Affairs Council 
will be designated in the near future. 

In addition, a new post has been created: Assistant 
to the President for Domestic Affairs. John Ehrlichman, 
who has been Counsel to the President, has been named 
to this position, which will be roughly equivalent in domes- 
tic matters to the position held by Dr. Henry Kissinger in 
national security affairs. 

The Assistant to the President for Domestic Affairs will 
advise the President on domestic policy and be responsible 
for White House operations in all substantive matters 
concerning domestic affairs. The title of Counsel to the 
President will no longer be used. 

The domestic affairs staff, which has been experiment- 
ing with a management procedure that forms specific 
project groups to conduct research and present policy 
options to the President, will now formalize this “mission” 
approach. Units will be created consisting of depart 
mental and agency experts as well as White House and 
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Bureau of the Budget personnel, and will disband upon 
completion of each assignment. 

Five staff members will assume responsibility for super- 
vision of these temporary units. They are: John C. 
Whitaker, Egil Krogh, Edward Morgan, and Henry 
Cashen II, all appointed Deputy Assistants to the Presi- 
dent for Domestic Affairs, and Leonard Garment, Spe- 
cial Consultant to the President. 


Kenneth Cole, Deputy Assistant to the President, will 
be responsible for the administration of the Domestic 
Affairs staff. 

Richard Burress, Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs, will serve the domestic policy staff as 
legislative specialist. His office will provide technical assist- 
ance to the staff and work with the Congressional 
Relations office in furthering the progress of the 
administration’s legislative program. 


Significance of Changes 


The timing: The staff reordering takes place exactly 
1 year after the President’s election and is coordinated 
with the move of Dr. Arthur Burns, now Counsellor to 
the President, to the Federal Reserve Board, January 31. 

The need for counsellors: The structure of any White 
House staff must be framed to suit the requirements of 
the individual President it serves; organizations will differ 
because Presidential methods differ. 

From the start, President Nixon determined to have 
one or more ‘“‘Counsellors’”—men who were deeply versed 
in the ways of governments and, most important, whose 
judgment he respected and whose long-range vision for 
the Nation was similar to his own. 

The function of a Counsellor is to anticipate events, to 
think through the consequences of current trends, to ques- 
tion conventional wisdom, to address fundamentals, and 
to stimulate long-range innovation. 

This cannot ordinarily be done by people burdened 
with operational responsibilities. It also is more likely to 
be done in a practical manner by men who have recently 
shouldered those responsibilities—whose service on the 
firing line endows them with an understanding of the 
obstacles and opportunities. 

Mr. Harlow brings to the President 31 years of govern- 
ment service and a unique understanding not only of the 
ways of Congress but of the workings of the entire political 
system. Dr. Moynihan, with experience in two different 
previous administrations, is a scholar who breaks new 
ground in thought and is a public servant who has shown 
his ability to create new programs of action. 

Though both men were born in Oklahoma, they grew 
up in different regions; one is softspoken, the other rather 
outspoken; one is 5 feet 4 inches, the other 6 feet 5 inches. 
However different in background and style, both Coun- 
sellors share the President’s trust in their judgment and 
soon will become much more available to him for discus- 
sion and counsel. 
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The exercise of that judgment, invaluable to a chief 
executive, will be strengthened by their freedom from line 
operations and their increased availability to the President. 


The Evolution of the Domestic Affairs Staff: 


Dr. Burns’ appointment to the Federal Reserve Board 
was long planned. His staff had worked closely with mem- 
bers of the Counsel’s staff, Dr. Moynihan’s staff, and 
others on “special project teams” that helped develop 
legislative proposals. It has been contemplated for some 
time that these staffs would be fitted into a permanent 
Domestic Affairs team. 

Advice and policy guidance will be channeled to the 
Domestic Affairs staff from the Urban Affairs Council, 
the Cabinet Committee on Economic Policy, the Environ- 
mental Quality Council, and the Counsellors to the Presi- 
dent, as well as the departments and agencies. 

In this manner, the President has developed his own 
way of formulating policy on the domestic side, similar 
to the method he adopted earlier in matters dealing with 
the national security. 

Assistant to the President Peter Flanigan will continue 
in that capacity and will, in addition to his other duties, 
exercise supervision over some of the domestic affairs 
project groups. 

The White House staff operation under H. R. Halde- 
man will work with the new Domestic Affairs group in 
essentially the same way as with the National Security 
Affairs group—making certain the President has full 
information, that his time is efficiently utilized and that 
his orders are carried out. 


National Program for Voluntary Action 


Statement by the President Announcing the Creation of 
a National Center for Voluntary Action. 
November 4, 1969 


From the beginning of our country, Americans have 
worked together voluntarily to help master common needs 
and problems. A major goal of this administration is to 
recognize and enlist the energies and resources of the 
people themselves, as well as government, in a renewal of 
this historic American approach. To further that goal, I 
announced last March the initial steps in building a 
National Program for Voluntary Action. 

For the past 6 months, my Special Consultant on Vol- 
untary Action, Max M. Fisher of Detroit, and Secretary 
Romney of the Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment, Chairman of the Cabinet Committee on Volun- 
tary Action, have been developing the National Program. 
It is based on three assumptions: 

1. Many Americans would like to start working as 
volunteers on community problems. A recent survey 
reported that two-thirds of us were willing to volunteer 
regularly if shown something worthwhile to do. 
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2. The role of the government is to help these Ameri- 
cans become effective volunteers—not to direct them, 
or to impose priorities upon them, or to organize them in 
any kind of master plan. 
The government should respond to the desires of the 
people, not the other way around. 
3. For volunteer Americans to be most effective, they 
need to be able to draw upon professional skills and 
organized experience. Therefore, it is also important to 
work with existing organizations as well as to encourage 
new activities. 
Mr. Fisher and Secretary Romney have met with hun- 
dreds of voluntary action leaders—both from established 
organizations and emergent groups, representing the 
broadest cross section of American life. They have sought 
advice on how best to realize our goal of a “‘creative part- 
nership” between governmental and private effort to 
carry out the National Program for Voluntary Action. 
As a result of these consultations, private voluntary 
action leaders now are ready, with our encouragement, to 
formalize the private part of this national partnership. I 
am therefore announcing these actions today: 
1. Creation of a nonprofit, nonpartisan National Cen- 
ter for Voluntary Action, which will encourage and assist 
effective voluntary action throughout the private sector. 
It will be established by distinguished private citizens 
working with government officials and using private 
funds. 
2. Appointment of Mr. Fisher as Chairman of the 
National Center for Voluntary Action. 
3. Appointment of W. Clement Stone of Chicago, an 
insurance executive and leader in voluntary action, to 
serve as Finance Committee Chairman of the National 
Center. 
4. Appointment of the following leaders of the private 
voluntary sector to serve as members of a nominating com- 
mittee, which will propose 80 to 90 private citizens for 
membership on the National Center’s Board of Directors: 
ArTHUR ASHE, Jr., First Service Insurance Agency, Inc., Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Puitip BERNSTEIN, executive vice president, Council of Jewish 
Federations & Welfare Funds, New York, N.Y. 

Arcu N. Boorn, executive vice president, U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce, Washington, D.C. 

Victor Carter, president, retired chairman, Republic Pictures, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Martin CastTILLo, Inter-Agency Committee on Mexican American 
Affairs, Washington, D.C. 

Jack Conway, president, Center for Community Change, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Bayarp Ewinc, Graham, Reid, Ewing and Stapleton, Providence, 


R.I. (president-elect of United Funds & Councils of America, 
Inc.) 


Joun W. Garpner, chairman, The Urban Coalition, Washington, 
D.C. 


Miss Dorotny Heicut, president, National Council of Negro 
Women, Washington, D.C. 


Mrs. Etsiz Hit_man, Standard Life Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Mrs. Laura LEONARD, Westminister Community Center, Bell 
Gardens, Calif. 


Georce Linpsay, attorney, Debevoise, Plimpton, Lyons and Gates, 
New York, N.Y. 


Mrs. ALFRED ANITA MartTINEz, Dallas, Tex. 
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Atoysius A. MAzEwskI, president, Polish National Alliance of the 
US of NA, Northbrook, III. 

Irwin MILLER, president, Cummins Engine Co., Columbus, Ind. 

Frank Pace, Jr., president, International Executive Service Corps, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dr. W. Rosert Parks, president, Iowa State University, Ames, 
Iowa 

Leo Peruts, director, AFL-CIO Department of Community Sery- 
ices, Washington, D.C. 

Joseru Ruopes, Jr., Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

H. I. Romnes, chairman of the board, American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., New York, N.Y. 

PauL SONNABEND, executive vice president, Hotel Corporation of 
America, Boston, Mass. 

Witt1aM Toomey, Santa Barbara City College, Santa Barbara, 
Calif. 


5. The call for a conference involving several hundred 
leaders, representing every facet of American life, to meet 
in Washington this winter, where they will have an open 
opportunity to discuss, determine and support the orga- 
nization and future direction of the Center, the overall 
mission of the National Program for Voluntary Action, 
and their participation in it. 

The Cabinet Committee with Chairman Romney and 
the Office of Voluntary Action will continue to represent 
the governmental side of this national effort and will work 
in closest harmony with the National Center and repre- 
sentatives of the private sector. 

The total National Program for Voluntary Action, on 
both the private and governmental sides, will aim to: 

1. Help motivate vast numbers of citizens to get in- 
volved in local voluntary efforts. 

2. Help requesting communities mobilize for greater 
and more effective voluntary action. 

3. Collect and transmit successful experience and ex- 
pertise for strengthening voluntary action at all levels. 

4. Stimulate all governmental levels to cooperate fully 
in voluntary efforts. 

5. Achieve greater recognition of the role of voluntary 
action and those individuals, organizations, and communi- 
ties which excel in their contributions. 

I am confident that the National Program for Volun- 
tary Action will be a significant and helpful instrument for 
enabling many more individual Americans to make their 
needed contributions toward solving the pressing prob- 
lems of their neighborhoods, their communities, their 
States, and their Nation. 


University Contributions in Solving 
Environmental Problems 


Announcement of Report to the President’s 
Environmental Quality Council. November 5, 1969 


The President today released a 71-page report entitled 
“The Universities and Environmental Quality—Commit- 
ment to Problem Focused Education.” 
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The report was prepared for the use of the President’s 
Cabinet-level Environmental Quality Council by Dr. 
John S. Steinhart of the Office of Science and Technology 
and by Miss Stacie Cherniack, a White House Executive 
Intern during the summer of 1969. An appendix to the 
report discusses Federal support of interdisciplinary work 
at universities. The appendix is the result of a separate 
study by Dr. Donald E. Cunningham of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. 

The report recommends Federal support for the for- 
mation of Schools of the Human Environment at 
universities, and makes the comparison to Schools of 
Agriculture and Public Health. 

The report is critical of resistance to what it calls “‘prob- 
lem focused education” within universities, and recom- 
mends substantial autonomy for the new efforts including 
control of the faculty reward structure and educational 
programs. 

The report suggests there is a shortage of broadly 
trained professionals to deal with environmental problems. 
An expansion of present efforts of 10 to 100 times is said 
to be possible. 

Copies of the report are already in the hands of the 
members of the Environmental Quality Council and will 
be taken up at the next meeting of the Council. The 
President has previously expressed his interest in encour- 
aging the university contribution to solution of our 
environmental problems. 

In a foreword to the report Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, Sci- 
ence Advisor to the President and Executive Secretary of 
the Environmental Quality Council, said that “there are 
many among the student generation who can employ 
their concerns about the future of our society in useful 
ways in programs of the sort described.” Noting that the 
coauthor of the report is a student, he said that “the 
report illustrates the serious and cogent work such young 
people will do if given an opportunity.” 

The report is based on a summer study of university 
programs for the environment and included field study 
programs at six universities. The specific programs were 
not named. 


NOTE: Copies of the report, which was printed by the Government 
Printing Office, were made available with the release. 


Congressional Breakfast 


The President’s Remarks in a Television Interview 
Preceding His Breakfast With Senators and 
Representatives Who Were Early Supporters in the 
1968 Campaign. November 5, 1969 


BarparaA Watters. Good morning, Mr. President. 
We are very pleased to see you. 

Tue Presipent. Good morning. Good morning, Herb, 
how are you? You were here last night. 
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HERBERT Kaptow. Yes, I hardly left. 

THE PRESIDENT [turning to Miss Walters]. You were 
not here because it was stag. 

BaRBARA WALTERS. I wish I could say that I had been 
here, Mr. President. 

HERBERT Kaptow. Mr. President, this time last year, 
let’s see, we were all setting off from California back to 
New York to wait for the election returns. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

HERBERT Kaptow. So it has been a year and you give 
the impression of a man who likes his job, even though 
there have been some pretty tough problems you have had 
to cope with. 

THE PresiweNtT. Well, I am in pretty good shape. 
This morning I am rather happy, not because of the an- 
niversary, but because we won a couple of good victories 
yesterday. 

HERBERT Kapow. Tell me, about the main prob- 
lems you, yourself, have outlined in terms of priorities— 
Vietnam, inflation, cities, crime—are you on schedule in 
getting somewhere in solving them? 

Tue Preswwent. We can never be on schedule until 
we solve the problems, but I suppose the problems, to a 
certain extent, will be with us in some of those fields, but 
we have made significant progress, I believe in all areas. 

As far as the future is concerned, I think that our rec- 
ord here will be one that we can be very proud of. I 
think we have moved in all areas. We have moved in our 
pursuit for peace in Vietnam in an effective way. We 
have a plan now that will end the war and end it in 
a way that we think will contribute to the cause of a just 
and lasting peace. 


On the inflation front, we have had to take the hard 
medicine of cutting back on Government spending so that 
millions of people are going to be able to spend a little 
more and have more, have their dollars mean more, and 
we think on the crime area, really the problem is the 
Congress. The Congress has not given us the tools, but 
we are going to keep their feet to the fire until we get them. 

BARBARA WALTERS. Mr. President, you mentioned 
a moment ago, of course, about the elections. You per- 
sonally campaigned in New Jersey and in Virginia, and 
both of these men won their gubernatorial elections in 
great part because of the support of the people for you. 


I understand also that this morning it was released 
that 77 percent of the country, according to a Gallup 
poll, is behind your Vietnam program. 

Do you think this kind of very large response will have 
an effect on your critics in Congress? 

Tue Present. It could. Of course, let me say that 
there are very honest people who are going to be critical 
of a program and they are not going to be affected by 
polls or by the fact that we won a couple of elections. I 
understand that. 


There, of course, are others who probably just wonder 
which is the best way to go in this area. I believe that the 
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public reaction has had considerable reaction in Wash- 
ington. Washington does react to the country. 

Incidentally, speaking of those two victories in New 
Jersey and Virginia, though, while I was in the States— 
and incidentally, Julie and David campaigned in New 
Jersey and Tricia in Virginia—the man wins it. I mean, 
Holton in Virginia and Cahill in New Jersey were great 
candidates and when we have a good candidate we will 
win in those States. So I don’t take the credit. 


I am rather happy we won because their opponents 
both made me the issue. Of course, in New Jersey Mr. 
Meyner made the war in Vietnam a straight up and 
down issue, and that 60 percent vote that Mr. Cahill got, 
I thought that was very reassuring in this bellwether 
State. 

BARBARA WALTERS. Mr. President, here with your 
congressional supporters, I wonder if you can comment 
on how you feel you have fared in general with Congress, 
what your greatest success is and perhaps what your big- 
gest disappointment has been with them. 

THE PreswentT. Well, I think that generally you 
cannot put the Congress in a sort of bag and say the Con- 
gress is bad or good, and you cannot put, say, the Demo- 
cratic leadership in a bag and say it is bad or good. 

I have been very pleased and heartened by the way 
that the top Democratic leadership on great issues, issues 
involving war and peace, has supported the Presidency, 
just as when we, as Republicans in the 80th Congress, 
supported Mr. Truman in the Marshall plan and the 
Greek-Turkish loan. That is the way it should be in this 
country. 


Now when you get to the domestic issues, the crime 
package that Herb referred to, and the inflation package, 
and the tax bill, and the rest, it is a little harder, but that 
is the way the game is played. But I am going to fight just 
as hard as I can here, because this Nation wants this Con- 
gress to get to work and give us the tools to deal with 
narcotics, and deal with crime, to deal with all of these 
problems. We cannot do it until we get this legislation 
passed. 

Also, the country wants this administration to have the 

tools to cut back on the cost of living. We cannot do it 
until the Congress passes a responsible tax bill and also 
passes the appropriations bill at the present level. 
_ Now I have made a little bit of a political comment, 
but I just want to say, don’t lump that Congress together 
and say Republicans are good, Democrats are bad. When 
you really look at it, I would say there are the responsible 
men in Congress and there are those that I don’t think 
are quite as responsible. I am not going to name names. 
I am just glad that there have been enough responsible 
ones for us to win the close votes, but we need to win some 
more for the good of the country. 


HERBERT Kapiow. Mr. President, I think we will let 
you get to breakfast with the men you obviously feel are 
responsible. 
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Tue Present. I should say. This is a very interest. 
ing group. 

Barbara, you are sort of covering it from the standpoint 
of the social affairs. We were talking about this yesterday, 
Last night in this room—this is the State Dining Room, 
of course—it was set up with a great E-shaped table and 
Herb was here as one of our guests, and Prince Philip was 
a guest. He was really scintillating, didn’t you think, 
Herb? 

HERBERT Kaptow. He certainly was. 

BARBARA WALTERS. Oh, you are rubbing it in, Mr. 
President. 

THE PresiweNtT. Dean Acheson and Dean Rusk and 
Secretary Rogers and Vice President Agnew all spoke, 
so it was really quite an interesting evening. I did not have 
to speak long. I told the people in the audience I had made 
my speech the night before. 

But I thought you would be interested to know that 
when I was talking to Prince Philip, we happened to talk 
about television. I just mentioned, incidentally, that the 
“Today Show,” if he could work it into his schedule, 
would be a very good thing for him to do. I don’t know 
whether he is going to do it, but if he doesn’t do it this 
year, he will do it next year. 

BaRBARA WALTERS. Mr. President, you are the best 
agent the “Today Show” has ever had. We received a 
telephone call at 1:00 in the morning that Prince Philip 
will indeed be able to do the interview. 

THE PRESIDENT. Tomorrow in New York, isn’t that 
right? 

BarBARA WALTERS. Yes, I am flying to New York to 
do it. I know it is your doing. 

THE PresipENT. This morning, the reason he could 
not do it is because he is having breakfast with the Vice 
President. You know he has to do all these protocol things. 
But now you remember, ask him the right questions. 

BarBARA WALTERS. Would you write them for me? 

Tue Preswent. I don’t need to. He is really quick. 

HERBERT Kapow. Feel free, Mr. President, to come 
forth with any other suggestions. 

THE PresIpENT. I made one point, Barbara, that you 
should mention in this story. A recent poll in Britain 
showed that Prince Philip, if they elected a President, 
would run first. So you can see that he has what it takes, 
all that political charisma—I guess that is the popular 
word these days. You are going to see that tomorrow on 
television and your audience, I think, is going to enjoy it. 

BarBARA WALTERS. That will be my opening question. 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you. 

BarBARA WALTERS. Thank you, Mr. President, for 
inviting us here today. It is so kind of you. 

THE PreEsIDENT. It is nice to be on the morning show 
after so many mornings. 
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BarBARA WALTERS. Thank you, Mr. President. Enjoy 
your breakfast. 


THE PresipENT. Thank you. Herb, it was good to see 
you. 
note: The interview with NBC reporters Barbara Walters and 


Herbert Kaplow began at 8:34 a.m. It was broadcast live on the 
“Today Show.” 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the Ist Company, Royal 
Thailand Army Volunteer Regiment, and Its Attached 
and Supporting Units. November 5, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) to the Ist Company, Royal Thailand 
Army Volunteer Regiment, and its attached and support- 
ing units, for extraordinary heroism in action against 
hostile forces during the period 20-21 December 1967 
in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The citation follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


THE PRESwENTIAL Unit Citation (Army) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
Ist Company, RoyAL THAILAND ARMY VOLUNTEER 
REGIMENT, MepicAL DETACHMENT 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER PLATOON 
AND 
ARTILLERY BATTERY, RoyAL THAILAND ARMY 
VOLUNTEER REGIMENT 


The 1st Company, Royal Thailand Army Volunteer 
Regiment and its attached and supporting units distin- 
guished themselves by displaying extraordinary heroism 
in action against an armed hostile force in the Republic 
of Vietnam during the period 20-21 December 1967. 
During this period the 1st Company was given the mis- 
sion of conducting combat operations and revolutionary 
development support in Bien Hoa Province. Elements of 
the Viet Cong 274th Main Force Battalion and the 3rd 
Main Force Battalion attacked the 1st Company on the 
night of 20 December. This attack was repulsed by the 
heroic Thai in a battle characterized by savage hand-to- 
hand combat with devastating effect on the enemy. By the 
unparalleled application of exceptional imagination, fear- 
less courage, and unrelenting determination, the 1st Com- 
pany succeeded in repelling three assaults by the superior 
enemy force. Although harassed by constant mortar fire, 
the valiant defenders aggressively engaged the enemy and 
inflicted heavy enemy casualties. Individual acts of hero- 
ism were numerous, and during the entire battle the 
company officers, through their superb leadership, pro- 
Vided an inspirational example to the rest of the company. 


1561 


The Thai victory deprived the enemy of one of its long 
established infiltration and resupply routes. The aggres- 
siveness, determination, enthusiasm, and exemplary cour- 
age displayed by the members of the 1st Company and its 
attached and supporting units reflect great credit upon 
themselves, the Royal Thailand Army, and the allied 
cause in the Republic of Vietnam.” 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 3d Airborne Task Force, 


Army of the Republic of Vietnam. November 5, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) to the 3d Airborne Task Force, Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam, for extraordinary heroism 
in action against hostile forces, 15 to 22 November 1967 
in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The citation follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


THE PRESWENTIAL Unit Ciration (ARMY) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
3p AIRBORNE TASK Force 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 


The 3d Airborne Task Force, consisting of the Task 
Force Headquarters and the 2d and 3d Airborne Bat- 
talions, Army of the Republic of Vietnam, distinguished 
itself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations against hostile forces in Operation Kham Jei 
180, from 15 November to 22 November 1967. On 
15 November the 3d Airborne Battalion made a heliborne 
assault into the objective area, and on the following day 
secured a landing zone for the insertion of the 2d Air- 
borne Battalion and the task force command group. Later 
that day, the task force commenced its move toward the 
objective, a strategic hill mass north of Dak To which was 
occupied by a reinforced North Vietnamese Army bat- 
talion. At first light on 16 November, as the battalions 
continued moving up the precipitous terrain, they came 
under heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from 
a combat outpost. Due to the nature of the terrain and 
their strong defensive position, the enemy dominated the 
approach to the objective. However, the airborne soldiers 
were undaunted and made repeated assaults on the 
position. Finally, they succeeded in overruning it after 
sustaining heavy casualties. The task force continued to 
attack upward and, approximately 500 meters from the 
top of the hill, made contact with the main body of the 
enemy battalion which also occupied a strongly con- 
structed bunker and trench system. Fierce fighting ensued, 
but attempts to breach the position during the waning 
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hours of daylight were thwarted by a determined, well 
armed enemy. After consolidating its position for the 
night, a company probed the North Vietnamese defenses 
throughout the night. Through outstanding leadership 
and professional skill, this element was able to partially 
penetrate the enemy positions to gain vitally needed infor- 
mation. As the 3d Airborne Task Force was preparing 
to continue the attack at the break of day, the North 
Vietnamese counter-attacked down the steep incline. The 
paratroopers fought viciously to maintain their position 
in the face of intense, accurate mortar, automatic weapons 
and small arms fire from the high ground. Under cover of 
tactical air and artillery support, the men then left their 
foxholes and moved up the steep terrain by fire and 
maneuver. After nearly five hours of heavy fighting, the 
intrepid soldiers gained the enemy’s first line of defense. 
Pressing on to within one hundred and fifty meters of the 
mountain top, the two lead companies found themselves 
pinned down by withering mortar and automatic weapons 
fire. Indirect fire support was again used, but the enemy’s 
- deep foxholes and bunkers afforded excellent protection 
against anything but a direct hit by heavy artillery or 
bombs. Only extreme bravery and superb fighting skill 
carried the attacking forces into the final defensive posi- 
tions where they defeated the enemy in hand to hand 
fighting. After nine hours of combat, the gallant soldiers 
occupied the strategic high ground that was defended by 
the North Vietnamese at all cost. The determination, hero- 
ism and esprit de corps displayed by the men of the 3d 
Airborne Task Force are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
on themselves and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam.” 


The New Governors-Elect of 
New Jersey and Virginia 


Remarks of the President, Governor-Elect 

William T. Cahill of New Jersey, and Governor-Elect 
A. Linwood Holton of Virginia Preceding a White 
House Luncheon. November 5, 1969 


THE Presipent. I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome the two new Governors-elect, from New Jersey 
and Virginia. 

It is rather interesting to note that while they are both 
Republicans and both outstanding winners in these 
States, that this is the first time they have met. So, we 
have brought you together right here at the White House. 

In speaking of them, I want to say that many will try 
to attribute their victories to what others did. They had 
a lot of support, a lot of support from outside the State and 
within the State, friends across the country. But having 
been a candidate many times, I know that the one who 
wins it is the man. These are two superb candidates. I 
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could say that the only ones who really deserve any other 
credit are their wives. 

Each of the Governors, as candidates, pledged that they 
were going to work with the Federal administration on 
the programs for their States. We thought we ought to 
start that working together today, the day after the elec- 
tion. That is why they are here. We are going to have 
lunch in the White House. We are going to discuss some 
of these problems and get going. 

Would you like to say a word first, Bill? You are back 
in Washington where you have been a while. 

GOVERNOR-ELECT CAHILL. Mr. President, Governor 
Holton, first I certainly want to express on behalf of Mrs. 
Cahill and myself and our entire family and the family of 
Republicans in the State of New Jersey our appreciation 
to you for your tremendous assistance in the campaign 
and for your always generous efforts on our behalf. 

We in New Jersey look to the White House, of course, 
for the leadership, not only of the country, but as far as 
our State is concerned. We look forward in this new 
administration to a truly cooperative effort to implement 
the ‘“‘New Federalism” announced by you, and hopefully 
one that will bring to our State the necessary assistance 
to cope with the many problems of our State. 

I really believe, Mr. President, that the victory at the 
polls yesterday was an expression of all of the people of the 
State of New Jersey, Republicans, Democrats, and Inde- 
pendents alike, expressing their desire for a change, ex- 
pressing the hope that we can really bring new solutions 
to these old problems. 

I look forward with great anticipation and great pleas- 
ure to future work with you and your associates here in 
Washington. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. And now to Governor-elect Holton, 
the first Republican to be elected in the State of Virginia 
as Governor for 87 years. 

I should say, incidentally, Governor-elect Cahill is the 
first Republican to be elected in the State of New Jersey 
in 16 years, since 1953. 

Would you like to say a word about your new responsi- 
bilities, Governor Holton? 

GoverNnor-ELECT Hotton. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I must say, it is going to take a little while to get used 
to that title. 

We are, of course, tremendously pleased, too, and I 
think that the things Governor-elect Cahill has said about 
cooperation with you and the administration and the 
better allocation of power and responsibility back to the 
States is something that you have very forcefully pre- 
sented and is really good news in Virginia. 

I think that certainly there is a great deal of that ele- 
ment involved in our election. 

We appreciate, Jinx and I, what you said about our 
efforts, but we do want you to know, and I can bring this 
to you from all Virginians, that we appreciated your as- 
sistance and your help. You came at the right time. Your 
appearance with us was a magnificent assist. 
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I am not going into anything else, except just to say 
“many thanks,” Mr. President. It is great to be with you 
here today in this victory seat. It feels pretty good. 

Tue Present. I do want to say to both of these 
successful candidates that as I saw them come up today 
and how well they looked and how healthy, that there is 
nothing like winning to make you look very good and very 
healthy. 

I know how it can feel the other way, too. 
yote: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on the North Lawn at the 


White House, where he and Mrs. Nixon and the Vice President and 
Mrs. Agnew greeted the two Governors-elect and their wives. 


United Nations Trusteeship Council 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Sam Harry Wright as United States Representative 
tothe Council. November 5, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Sam Harry Wright as United States Representative 
to the United Nations Trusteeship Council. Mr. Wright 
will replace Mrs. Eugenie Anderson, who resigned last 
year. 

The Trusteeship Council, one of the major organs 
established by the U.N. Charter, carries out the immedi- 
ate functions of the United Nations with regard to politi- 
cal, economic, social, and educational conditions in the 
trust territories. 

Mr. Wright, 55, is presently a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Potomac Plaza Corporation of Washing- 
ton and recently retired as president of Curtis Wright 
Enterprises, consultants. He attended Southwestern Uni- 
versity, Memphis University of Law, and National 
University of Law. He has had extensive experience both 
in private industry and with government. During World 
War II he served in the Army Glider and Parachute 
Corps. 

Mr. Wright is a member of the National Defense Exec- 
utive Reserve; the International Lions Club; American 
University Business/Government Seminars (annual) ; 
Foreign Service Association; the Capitol Hill Club of 
Washington, D.C., and others. He is married to the 
former Eleanor Wilson, of Vicksburg, Miss. 


The Apollo 11 Astronauts 


Remarks of the President and Neil Armstrong 

at Welcoming Ceremonies for the Astronauts and 
Their Wives Following Their Good Will Tour. 
November 5, 1969 


Tue Present. It is my privilege to speak for all 
of the American people in expressing the heartfelt thanks 
of this Nation to the Armstrongs, the Aldrins, and the 


Collinses for what I think is the most successful good 
will trip in the history of the United States of America. 

We have noted from the press the magnificent recep- 
tions they have received all over the world, in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and Europe. We know that the 
crowd gathered here on the White House lawn is not as 
large as some you have seen, but the hearts of the Ameri- 
can people are here, and through us, we are trying to 
indicate to you our appreciation, not only for what you 
did in your travel to the moon, but also what you did for 
the cause of peace and better understanding through your 
travel on this earth. 

Certainly the first men ever to land on the moon have 
demonstrated that they are the best possible ambassadors 
America could have on this earth. 

Finally, I do know that over these past few weeks you 
had long hours, many speeches, lots of entertainment, 
and lots of protocol. I think those listening here and on 
radio and television would be interested to know what the 
plans are for the rest of the day. 

We have invited our astronauts and their wives to come 
to the White House, spend the afternoon and the eve- 
ning, a quiet dinner, and spend the night. We think that 
after all they have done publicly, it is time that they had 
an evening by themselves and why not in “everybody’s 
house,” the White House of the United States of America. 

I think all of us would like to have Neil Armstrong 
say a word on behalf of his colleagues and their wives. 

So if you would like to say a word, we would like to 
hear from you. 

Mr. Armstronc. Mr. President, we thank you for 
that very kind welcome. It is not very original to say, but 
Buzz, Mike, and myself and our wives are really glad 
to be home. 

It has been said of the Apollo program and the manned 
lunar landing that each man must consider what it means 
to him as an individual and that it may be too soon to 
truly comprehend its meaning. 

The journey on which we embarked on your behalf, 
to share the spirit of Apollo with our friends around the 
world, is too fresh in our minds now to give you a valid 
report of what it may mean or what we may have 
accomplished. 

But, sir, I have a first impression of this trip and one 
impression which also may give some insight on the 
original question of the meaning of Apollo. We were 
generously received by people everywhere, not just as 
individuals, but as representatives of the United States. 

We represented a scientific and technological accom- 
plishment of which we were just a part. That serves as 
a symbol. It is a symbol of a willing and talented nation 
assembling its resources and firm in its will, and im- 
portantly, willing to share for the benefits of all mankind. 

For the opportunity to learn this, we thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. on the South Lawn at the 
White House, where he welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Neil A. Armstrong, 


Col. and Mrs. Edwin E. Aldrin, Jr., and Col. and Mrs. Michael 
Collins. 
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Rural Affairs Council 


Statement by the President Announcing the 
Establishment of the Cabinet-Level Council. 
November 6, 1969 


Shortly after I became President, I established a new 
Cabinet-level Urban Affairs Council to help me develop 
an overall strategy for meeting the problems of the cities 
and to coordinate the wide variety of government efforts 
in this area. It is a fact of our national life that the con- 
cerns of rural America also deserve more careful con- 
sideration and more effective coordination at the highest 
levels of government. 

We are a nation of cities, to be sure, but we are also 
a nation of small towns and villages, farms and forests, 
mines and ranches, mountains and rivers and lakes. The 
people who live in rural America have urgent problems 
which deserve our attention. More importantly, they 
represent a great resource upon which all of us can draw. 

It is for these reasons that I am announcing today the 
establishment of a new Rural Affairs Council at the 
Cabinet level. The Council will meet next week for the 
first time. The following officials will join me as mem- 
bers of the Council: The Vice President, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secre- 
tary of Commerce, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Director of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity, the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, the Secretary of Labor, the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget, and the Chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers. 

It is to this Council that the Task Force on Rural 
Development will submit its report and recommenda- 
tions. 

As I announce the formation of the Rural Affairs 
Council, I would note several facts which underscore the 
importance of its work. It is shocking, for example, to 
discover that at least one-third of the housing in rural 
America is presently substandard. It is disturbing to 
realize that more than 3 million rural Americans have 
not completed 5 years of school. It is disheartening to see 
that one-third of our rural communities with a popula- 
tion over 1,000 have no public sewage facilities. 

It is also important to note that the population of our 
country is likely to grow by 50 percent in the next 30 
years. Where these next hundred million persons locate 
is a tremendously important question for our society. 
After an era in which people have moved steadily from the 
countryside to large and crowded cities, we must now do 
what we can to encourage a more even distribution of our 
population throughout our country. The Rural Affairs 
Council can help our Nation to meet this challenge by 
helping rural America, once again, become an area of 
opportunity. 
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Special Counsel to the President 


Announcement of Appointment of Charles W. Colson. 
November 6, 1969 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Charles W. Colson of Washington, D.C., as Special 
Counsel to the President. 

Colson, 38, will report to H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 
to the President. 

Colson has been a senior partner of the firm of Gadsby 
and Hannah from 1961 to November 1, 1969. Pre- 
viously, he has served as administrative assistant to the 
former Senator Leverett Saltonstall of Massachusetts 
from 1956 to 1961. He managed the Senator’s 1960 
senatorial campaign. 

A 1953 graduate of Brown University, Colson received 
his juris doctorate degree from George Washington Uni- 
versity in 1959. He is a member of the District of Colum- 
bia Bar and the Massachusetts Bar. The firm of Gadsby 
and Hannah has offices in Boston as well as Washington. 

Colson was honorably discharged as captain from the 
United States Marine Corps after serving during the 
Korean conflict. He is married to the former Patricia 
Ann Hughes of Vermont and they have three children. 


NATO Committee on the Challenges 
of Modern Society 


Announcement of Designation of 

Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan To Represent the 
United States at the Committee’s First Meeting 
in Brussels. November 6, 1969 


The President has designated Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan 
to represent the United States at the first meeting of the 
NATO Committee on the Challenges of Modern Society 
expected to be held in Brussels starting December 8. 


Establishment of the Committee on the Challenges of 
Modern Society by the North Atlantic Council was an- 
nounced in Brussels today. The Council’s decision imple- 
mented a proposal made by President Nixon to the 
Foreign Ministers of the Alliance last April. Speaking at 
the ministerial session in Washington, he urged creation 
of such a committee in NATO to marshal the experience 
and resources of western nations to deal with common 
environmental problems. 

Dr. Moynihan has served as coordinator of the United 
States contribution to the detailed study in NATO which 
led to the establishment of the Committee on the Chal- 
lenges of Modern Society. 
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Latin America 


Text of Letter From President Emilio Garrastazu 
Medici of Brazil to President Nixon on His Address to the 
Inter American Press Association. November 7, 1969 


Dear Mr. President, 

I thank Your Excellency for your kindness in informing 
me in advance, through Ambassador Elbrick, of the text 
of your address of October 31 at the Inter-American 
Press Association in Washington. I congratulate Your 
Excellency on the high purposes expressed in that pro- 
nouncement. 

Brazil, in constant and close consultation with her 
sister nations of Latin America, is on her part disposed 
to accept the invitation to engage in a broader inter- 
change, in greater communication and, above all, in a 
new and more imaginative effort in the field of inter- 
American relations, as proposed by Your Excellency. 

I agree with Your Excellency in that the decade of 
1970 should be a decade of action for the progress of the 
Americas, within a spirit of peace and respect for the 
sovereignty, identity and dignity of each one of the coun- 
tries on the Hemisphere. In order to achieve those noble 
objectives, the Government and people of Brazil will do 
all that is within their power. 

Cordial greetings, 


EMmILio GARRASTAZU MEDICI. 


NoTE: The text of the letter was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 

For the President’s address at the annual meeting of the Inter 
American Press Association on October 31, 1969, in Washington, see 
page 1528 of this volume of the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents. 


Latin America 


Text of Letter From President Carlos Lleras Restrepo 
of Colombia to President Nixon on His Address to the 
Inter American Press Association. November 7, 1969 


Dear Mr. President: 

Ambassador Vaughn delivered to me an advance copy 
of your speech before the Inter-American Press Associa- 
tion in Washington, along with your kind message of 
October 3 1st. 

I appreciate your generous reference to the contribution 
of the suggestions I put forward to you during our con- 
Versations in Washington last June. Your letter as well as 
the text of your speech reaffirms my conviction that there 
's much to be gained in Inter-American relations through 
a frank and friendly exchange of ideas. 

I have read your speech carefully and I consider it to 
be an enlightened, constructive and intelligent presenta- 
tion of the common tasks and common responsibilities in 
the Hemisphere. 
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I welcome your firm commitment to the Inter- 
American system, your decision to reorganize and up- 
grade the United States Government offices in charge of 
Hemispheric affairs, your pledge to support our efforts in 
science and technology and your encouragement to the 
regional economic integration movements in Latin 
America. 


What I consider to be a fundamental policy guideline 
is the implicit recognition that in the economic and com- 
mercial fields the unity of the hemisphere cannot be 
ignored and that this unity must have practical conse- 
quences. It seems that we are now advancing towards the 
design of a hemispheric economic policy as a logical 
consequence of what our countries have already achieved 
in the construction of a juridicial and political system. 

Your wise decision to invite CIAP to conduct a periodic 
review of United States economic policies as they affect 
the other nations of the hemisphere will undoubtedly 
strengthen Inter-American institutions and bring about 
periodic consultations on matters of mutual interest. I 
feel that in so doing you want to emphasize in a very 
persuasive manner the spirit of hemispheric partnership 
that must inspire the fascinating adventure of promoting 
the social and economic welfare of the new world. 

Your announcement that as of November Ist United 
States economic assistance will be untied hemispherically 
complements your previous decision to eliminate the addi- 
tionality clause and hopefully will set an example for other 
industrialized nations to follow. The possibility of using 
United States loans to purchase goods produced in Latin 
America will stimulate intra-regional trade as well as 
industrialization in the hemisphere. 

Your treatment of the question of private foreign invest- 
ment is pragmatic and realistic. As you well know this is a 
complex issue that must be viewed in the context of a 
rapidly changing world. The emphasis on assistance to 
locally owned private enterprise and the offer of assistance 
to establish national and regional capital markets are 
constructive and fortunate innovations. 

As you have so rightly pointed out new policies are 
urgently needed in the field of trade and your speech 
marks an important departyre in that direction. The 
leadership of the United States in the renewal of our com- 
mon efforts for a system of generalized tariff preferences 
for all developing countries should guarantee more 
tangible results than those which we have been able to 
achieve until now in this most important field. Needless 
to say, I welcome your acceptance of a system of regular 
procedures for advance consultation on all trade matters 
in view of the tremendous impact of United States trade 
policies on the Latin American economy. We had the 
opportunity to discuss this question last June and I look 
forward to an early implementation of this decision. 

In conclusion, we in Colombia view your speech as a 
major contribution towards the strengthening of the 
Inter-American system, as a constructive program for 
action which is to be fulfilled in a spirit of genuine partner- 
ship. I congratulate you for this statesman-like document 
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and I assure you of Colombia’s dedicated and enthusiastic 
participation in the common tasks that lie ahead for the 
economic and social development of the Americas. 


Accept, Mr. President, the renewed sentiments of my 
highest esteem and warmest personal regards, 
Yours sincerely, 


CarLos LLERAS RESTREPO 


NOTE: The text of the letter was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Latin America 


Text of the Letter From President Jose Joaquin Trejos 
Fernandez of the Republic of Costa Rica to President 
Nixon on His Address to the Inter American Press 
Association. November 7, 1969 


Dear President Nixon: 

I have read with great interest the speech which you 
delivered last Friday, October 31, before the Inter- 
American Press Association and which text I received the 
same day from your distinguished Chargé d’Affaires 
here, Mr. Sandy M. Pringle. 

It has also been with satisfaction that I have read the 
speech because, in addition to the sincerity of your words, 
your concepts have the simplicity appropriate to basic 
truths, and I have found them consonant with the reality 
in which we live. 

You said, “I offer no grandiose promises and no 
panaceas. I do offer action.” And then you enunciated as 
the basis for this action five sound and satisfactory 
principles. 

With a plainness which we have to admire you affirmed 
that “our partnership should be one in which the United 
States lectures less and listens more, and in which clear, 
consistent procedures are established to insure that the 
shaping of Latin America’s future reflects the will of the 
Latin American nations.” In this manner you then 
affirmed with exactitude: “The Latin American nations 
themselves would thus jointly assume a primary role in 
setting priorities within the hemisphere, in developing 
realistic programs, and in keeping their own performance 
under critical review.” 

Inasmuch as you are requesting “a broader inter- 
change” concerning the bases for our Inter-American 
partnership for development, permit me, Mr. President, 
to indicate to you my preference for the establishment of 
a new organism with reference to the possible alternatives 
which you set forth to the effect that an Inter-American 
multilateral agency acquire an increasing responsibility 
for the decisions on development assistance. The reason 
is that the existing agencies have not been able to elude 
the paternalistic and interventionist course which pre- 
vailed in the Alliance for Progress and because the proper 
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functioning of a multilateral system of assistance for de- 
velopment requires the careful delineation and separation 
of the technical and political aspects. 

I have seen with particular pleasure the enunciation 
of the steps which you have decided to take so that our 
countries can have a more appropriate access to the grow- 
ing markets of the industrialized world. The first which 
you cite is transcendental, also with respect to your own 
nation, i.e., to “lead a vigorous effort to reduce the non- 
tariff barriers to trade maintained by nearly all industrial- 
ized countries against products of particular interest to 
Latin America and other developing countries.” And the 
last but no less important of the steps which you propose 
to take, even though it does not indicate the necessity 
to establish a system of hemispheric preferences if the 
stated objective is not attained in a reasonable period, is 
“in world trade forums to press for a liberal system of 
generalized tariff preferences for all developing countries, 
including Latin America.” You also indicate your inten- 
tion to obtain “equal access so as to eliminate the discrimi- 
nation against Latin America that now exists in many 
countries. We will also urge that such a system eliminate 
the inequitable “reverse preferences” that now discrimi- 
nate against Western Hemisphere countries.” 

There are many important concepts contained within 
your speech and I could not cite all of them. But I do not 
wish to finish without highlighting the following which is 
especially satisfying: “I have further directed that our aid 
programs place increasing emphasis on assistance to 
locally-owned private enterprise. I am also directing that 
we expand our technical assistance for establishing na- 
tional and regional capital markets.” 

I offer my best intentions in order that the appropriate 
collaboration and the dialogue which you call for may 
transform your goals into actions, in response to the most 
genuine, sound, urgent aspirations for progress of our 
Latin American peoples and for the attainment of the 
most happy and fruitful inter-American co-existence as 
befits those nations which by virtue of geography and 
their cultures have a common destiny. 

Cordial greetings, Mr. President, from Jose Joaquin 
Trejos Fernandez, President of the Republic. 

NOTE: The text of the letter was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Airport and Airway Development 


Text of the President’s Letter to Leaders of the Congress 
Recommending Additional Air Traffic Controller 
Positions. Dated November 6, 1969. 

Released November 7, 1969 


Air transportation is a rapidly growing and vital part 
of the national economy. It is essential that we keep our 
air transportation system safe, economic and efficient. I 
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have stressed many times my determination to take the 
steps necessary to maintain the safety and improve the 
effectiveness of the Nation’s air traffic control system. 

The airport and airway development bill now moving 
through Congress will provide the revenues and the means 
for assuring that the facilities which support air trans- 
portation will keep pace with its growth. I strongly urge 
that the Congress approve this legislation promptly. As 
soon as it is enacted, including the new user charges, 
I will propose the additional appropriations for new 
and expanded programs for airways facilities and airports 
so that we can begin to meet air transportation needs of 
the 1970s. 

Meanwhile, I am now proposing that we take a step 
toward meeting and anticipating the needs for additional 
air traffic controllers. These men and women carry much 
of the responsibility for facilitating the efficient and rapid 
flow of air traffic, and for preventing mid-air collisions 
of aircraft. The system requires many controllers, and it 
takes up to two years to train a beginner until he reaches 
journeyman status. 

Accordingly, at the recommendation of the Secretary of 
Transportation, Mr. Volpe, I ask that the Congress ap- 
prove the addition of 1,000 more controller positions in 
the current fiscal year. These are in addition to the 2,800 
positions already included in the Department of Trans- 
portation’s budget estimates now being considered by the 
Appropriations Committees. Supporting documentation 
for this proposal will be supplied to the Committees by the 
Department. 

Since the continuing resolution has held the operations 
of the Department of Transportation so far in the fiscal 
year to the fiscal year 1969 level, no additional appropri- 
ations beyond the pending 1970 budget request will be 
required to support these additional 1,000 traffic control- 
ler positions. 

I urgently request that the Congress approve this 
proposal. 

NOTE: The text of the letter was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 37th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, Pacific Air Forces. November 7, 1969 


The President today announced the award of the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation to the 37th Tactical Fighter Wing, 
United States Air Force, for extraordinary heroism in 
action against hostile forces in Southeast Asia, from 
| July 1968 to 31 December 1968. 
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Members of the Wing saved many Americans and 
Allied lives and contributed substantially to the United 
States Air Force’s goal in Southeast Asia. Despite adverse 
weather and determined enemy defenses, the pilots of the 
Wing successfully delivered their ordnance in close prox- 
imity to friendly forces which were under attack. These 
devastating and precise air strikes, accomplished without 
regard for personal safety, stopped hostile assaults at the 
perimeter of friendly defenses and turned near defeats 
into overwhelming victories. 

The Wing’s crew members also flew humanitarian 
rescue patrols throughout Southeast Asia. Their accurate 
suppressor’s fire enabled air rescue helicopters to recover 
20 downed American airmen. Without the direct support 
of these F-100 pilots, who took countless risks, many of 
the downed aircrews probably could not have been 
recovered. 

The citation follows: 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awarded 


THE PRESIDENTIAL UNiT CrraTion (AIR Force) 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
37TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING 
Unirep States Air Force 


The 37th Tactical Fighter Wing, Pacific Air Forces, 
distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism while partici- 
pating in combat operations against an opposing armed 
force in Southeast Asia, from 1 July 1968 to 31 December 
1968. During this period, crew members of the 37th 
Tactical Fighter Wing, in the face of intense hostile 
defenses, flew over 11,800 sorties and participated in 50 
major campaigns and operations in support of friendly 
forces under attack. The gallantry, heroism, and determi- 
nation displayed by the personnel of the 37th Tactical 
Fighter Wing have saved countless American lives and 
contributed to the success of Air Force operations in 
Southeast Asia. Despite adverse weather and extensive 
exposure to hostile fire, the pilots of the Wing successfully 
delivered their ordnance in close proximity to beleaguered 
friendly forces, often turning the tide of battle. Their 
heroic actions, in support of rescue missions throughout 
Southeast Asia, have had a favorable effect on all aircrew 
members who know the aircrews of the 37th Tactical 
Fighter Wing will selflessly take countless risks to assist in 
their recovery. The resolute dedication, professionalism, 
and extraordinary heroism displayed by personnel of the 
37th Tactical Fighter Wing are in keeping with the highest 
standards of performance and tradition of the United 
States military service and reflect the highest credit upon 
themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States. 
NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement oj Award to the 355th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, Pacific Air Forces. November 7, 1969 


The President today announced the award of the 
Presidential Unit Citation to the 355th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, United States Air Force, for extraordinary heroism 
in connection with military operations against an oppos- 
ing armed force in Southeast Asia, from 11 August 1967 
to 12 August 1967 and from 24 October 1967 to 28 
October 1967. 

The members of the Wing contributed significantly 
to a reduction of the flow of vital enemy supplies by the 
destruction of strategic links in the enemy lines of trans- 
portation. 

The citation follows: 


CrraTion To ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL UNitT CrraTION 
TO THE 
355TH TAcTICAL FIGHTER WING 


The 355th Tactical Fighter Wing, Pacific Air Forces, 
distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism in connec- 
tion with military operations against an opposing armed 
force in Southeast Asia, from 11 August 1967 to 12 
August 1967 and from 24 October 1967 to 28 October 
1967. During these periods, members of the 355th Tactical 
Fighter Wing attacked and destroyed two bridges which 
were vital to the enemy lines of transportation. Other 
strikes resulted in heavy damage to enemy rail lines and 
airfields. These missions, flowing into the heart of North 
Vietnam, were successful despite heavy enemy concen- 
tration of surface-to-air missiles, anti-aircraft fire, and 
MIG interceptor attacks. By the professional skill, dedi- 
cation to duty, and extraordinary heroism, members of 
the 355th Tactical Fighter Wing have upheld the highest 
standards of performance and traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon themselves and the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 606th Special 
Operations Squadron, Pacific Air Forces. 
November 7, 1969 


The President today announced the award of the 
Presidential Unit Citation to the 606th Special Opera- 
tions Squadron, United States Air Force, for extraor- 
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dinary heroism in action against hostile forces in South- 
east Asia, from 1 November 1967 to 30 September 1968, 


The 606th Special Operations Squadron had one of 
the most diversified missions in the Air Force. Unit mis- 
sions included strikes against hostile supply lines, for- 
ward air control, combat control, civil actions, and 
psychological warfare. The 606th Special Operations air- 
crews flew strikes or controlled strikes which resulted in 
the destruction of more than 2,600 enemy trucks and over 
170 hostile gun emplacements. Psychological warfare 
operations resulted in the defection of numerous enemy 
personnel. The efforts of the Squadron’s civil action and 
combat control teams resulted in improved environmental 
conditions and defensive capabilities within this sphere of 
influence. 


The citation follows: 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces of the United States, I have today 
awarded 


Tue PRESIDENTIAL Unit Crration (Arr Force) 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
606TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON 
Unitep States Air Force 


The 606th Special Operations Squadron, Pacific Air 
Forces, distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism and 
singularly distinctive and meritorious service in connection 
with military operations against an opposing armed force 
during the period, 1 November 1967 to 30 September 
1968. During this period, personnel of the 606th Special 
Operations Squadron conducted armed and unarmed 
reconnaissance, flare support, and forward air control 
missions which disrupted and destroyed hostile lines of 
communication, and psychological warfare missions which 
resulted in many defections of the enemy’s military forces. 
The aircrews struck designated targets, targets of oppor- 
tunity, and provided close air support for friendly forces. 
Despite the extremely difficult and hazardous operations 
conditions, the 606th Special Operations Squadron in- 
flicted great damage to the opposing forces’ military op- 
erational capabilities. Flying day and night low-altitude 
missions, often in extremely adverse weather over poorly 
charted mountainous terrain with limited navigational 
aids, aircrews of the 606th Special Operations Squadron 
struck repeatedly against hostile military convoys, thereby 
achieving the highest rate of vehicle destruction in the 
theater. The outstanding achievements, superb airman- 
ship, and extraordinary heroism consistently demonstrated 
by members of the 606th Special Operations Squadron, 
reflect the highest credit upon themselves and the Armed 
Forces of the United States.” 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 
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National Commission on 
Consumer Finance 


Announcement of Designation of Chairman and 


Appointment of Members. November 7, 1969 


The President today announced the appointment of 
the following to be members of the National Commis- 
sion on Consumer Finance: 

RoBerT BRAUCHER, of Belmont, Mass., to succeed Joe L. Allbritton. 
Rosert W. JoHNsSON, of Lafayette, Ind., to succeed Earl Pippin. 
Ira M. MiLusTEtNn, of Rye, N.Y., to succeed Herbert R. O’Conor, Jr. 

The President also designated Robert Braucher as 
Chairman of the Commission. 

The Commission was established by the Consumer 
Credit Protection Act (Public Law 90-321) of May 29, 
1968, for the purpose of studying and appraising the 
functioning and structure of the consumer finance in- 
dustry, as well as consumer credit transactions generally. 

The Commission consists of nine members: Three 
Members of the Senate appointed by the President of the 
Senate; Three Members of the House of Representatives 
appointed by the Speaker of the House; and Three 
Members appointed by the President. 

Braucher, 53, is a professor of law at Harvard Univer- 
sity. He has been teaching law in the field of consumer 
finance for 23 years. 

Johnson, 48, is currently a professor of industrial ad- 
ministration at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 

Millstein, 42, is a partner in the law firm of Weil, Got- 
shal and Manges in New York City. As an author as well 
as attorney, he has written widely in the field of consumer 
finance. 

NoTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


United Nations Population Commission 


Announcement of Appointment of 
Gen. William H. Draper as United States 
Representative. November 7, 1969 


The President today announced the appointment of 
General William H. Draper as United States Representa- 
tive on the United Nations Population Commission. Gen- 
eral Draper has served as national chairman of the Popu- 
lation Crisis Committee, a private, nongovernmental 
organization. 

In his new position General Draper, 75, will serve also 
as Chairman of the United States delegation to the 15th 
session of the U.N. Population Commission meeting in 
Geneva, November 3-4, 1969. 
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After many years in the investment banking business in 
New York, General Draper left a vice presidency in Dil- 
lon, Read & Co. in 1940 to serve on the General Staff of 
the U.S. Army. After the outbreak of war, he commanded 
an infantry regiment in the Pacific theater. Transferred 
to Europe, he became Economic Chief of the Control 
Council for Germany and then served, with the rank of 
major general, as economic adviser to Gen. Lucius Clay, 
postwar commander in chief of U.S. Forces in Europe. 

From 1947 to 1949, General Draper was Under Secre- 
tary of the Army and in 1952 was U.S. Representative in 
Europe with ambassadorial rank to coordinate the Mutual 
Security Program for Europe and to represent the United 
States in the North Atlantic Treaty Council. 

In 1958, President Eisenhower appointed General 
Draper Chairman of the President’s Committee To Study 
the United States Military Assistance Program which 
made its fourth and final report to the President in August 
1959. 

Until recently General Draper was a partner in the law 
firm of Draper, Gaither & Anderson of Palo Alto, Calif. 
He has served as chairman of the Mexican Light and 
Power Co., Ltd. (1954-59) and as chairman of Com- 
bustion Engineering, Inc. (1963-65) and as chairman 
of the Pension Corporation of America (1965-67). He 
is a director of Insurance Securities Trust Fund, Western 
Bancorporation, U.S. Leasing Corp., Cosmodyne Corp., 
and Stanford Research Institute and a trustee of the 
World Affairs Council of Northern California. 


He is married to the former Eunice Barzynski and they 
have three children. 
NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


“Very Important Patients” Program 


Statement by the President Announcing Inauguration of 
a Program of Visits by Outstanding Americans to 
Veterans Administration Hospitals. 

November 8, 1969 


November 11th—Veterans Day—will mark the in- 
auguration of a significant national program called 
V1IP—Very Important Patients. 

The VIP program will involve nearly 500 outstand- 
ing Americans volunteering their time to visit Veterans 
Administration hospitals throughout the country. These 
volunteers include famous names from the fields of en- 
tertainment, professional football, baseball, and basket- 
ball, as well as Olympic stars, noted cartoonists, and 
prominent individuals from government, industry, the 
arts, literature, and religion. 

As President of the United States, I am serving as 
patron of the VIP program. I am pleased to announce 
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that Presidents Johnson and Truman are joining me in 
that role. As men who have served in our Armed Forces— 
and as Commander in Chief—all three of us are aware of 
the need to give special attention to the some 800,000 
patients treated annually in 166 VA hospitals. 

These patients include men who fought in the Spanish- 
American War, as well as veterans of World War I, 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. Many of them 
have been hospitalized a long time. Many are a long 
distance from home. Others have no homes at all. Almost 
all are lonely. 

While the Veterans Administration can and does 
attend to the physical needs of these men, the VIP pro- 
gram will let them know that the Nation has not for- 
gotten their service and sacrifices. I want to thank the 
public spirited citizens who are joining me in support- 
ing the VIP program. Those of us who participate will 
surely receive more in gratitude and self-satisfaction than 
any of us can possibly give. 

NOTE: The statement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As printed 


above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior to 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


November 4 


Alastair Buchan, Director of the British Institute for 
Strategic Studies, met with the President. 

His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edin- 
burgh, was guest of honor at a dinner hosted by the 
President at the White House. 
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November 5 


In commemoration of the first anniversary of the Presi- 
dent’s election, Cabinet members presented him with 
a gavel made of oak from the mobile launcher for 
Apollo 11. 

The President met with Republican Members of the 
House of Representatives serving for the first time in the 
91st Congress. 

The President announced the appointment of William 
E. Hall, Olive Ann Beech, and Elwood R. Quesada as 
members of the Advisory Board of the National Air and 
Space Museum, Smithsonian Institution. 

The President allocated disaster relief funds as follows: 
Ohio, an additional $1 million for assistance following 
floods and tornadoes in early July; Minnesota, an addi- 
tional $1 million for relief following spring floods, and 
$50,000 for repair of damage by flooding in late June and 
early July; and Vermont, an additional $200,000 for 
relief following floods which began July 29. 


November 6 


The President breakfasted with Republican Congress- 
men who served for the first time in the 90th Congress. 

Members of the Citizens Committee for Peace with 
Freedom in Vietnam met with the President at the White 
House. 

Trustees of the Council for Latin America met with 
the President at the White House. 

Ambassador Mario Gibson Barboza of Brazil paid a 
farewell call on the President at the White House. 

J. Willard Marriott met with the President to submit 
the final report of the Inaugural Committee. 


November 7 

The President announced the allocation to Virginia of 
$1 million for disaster relief measures. 

The President announced an initial allocation of $350,- 
000 to Alabama and an additional allocation of $1 million 
to Louisiana for assistance following Hurricane Camille. 
November 8 


The President announced the appointment of Archie 
Floyd Weaver of Knoxville, Tenn., as a member of the 
National Highway Safety Advisory Committee for a 
term expiring March 15, 1972. He will succeed Norma O. 
Walker, whose term has expired. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted November 3, 1969 


Lr. GEN. JOHN J. Davis, United States Army, 
of Kansas, to be an Assistant Director of 
the United States Arms Control and Dis- 
armament Agency. 


GeorceE A. LocKE, of Washington, to be 
United States Marshal for the Eastern 
District of Washington for the term of 
4 years, vice James E. Atwood. 


Submitted November 6, 1969 


Sam HarrRY WRIGHT, of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be the Representative of the 
United States of America on the Trustee- 
ship Council of the United Nations. 


LioyD H. Grimm, of Nebraska, to be United 
States Marshal for the District of Ne- 
braska for the term of 4 years, vice D. 
Clive Short. 


JAMES W. TRAEGER, of Indiana, to be United 
States Marshal for the Northern District 
of Indiana for the term of 4 years, vice 
Casimir J. Pajakowski. 





‘Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have 
not been included in the issue. 


Released November 4, 1969 

Press conference of Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan, 
Bryce N. Harlow, John D. Ehrlichman, and 
H. R. Haldeman on White House staff 
assignments. 

Press conference of George W. Romney, Sec- 
retary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, and Max M. Fisher, Spe- 
cial Consultant on Voluntary Action, on 
a statement by the President concerning 
a National Program for Voluntary Action. 


Released November 5, 1969 

Press conference of Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, Sci- 
ence Advisor to the President, and Dr. 
John S. Steinhart, Technical Assistant, 
Office of Science and Technology, on a 
report to the Environmental Quality 
Council. 


Released November 6, 1969 

Press conference of Edmund A. Gullion, 
spokesman for Citizens Committee for 
Peace with Freedom in Vietnam, Charles 
Tyroler, II, Director, and Mrs. Oswald B. 
Lord, Vice Chairman, following their meet- 
ing with the President. 

Press conference with Clifford M. Hardin, 
Secretary of Agriculture, on the establish- 
ment of the Rural Affairs Council. 


Released November 8, 1969 


Press conference of Secretary of Defense 
Melvin R. Laird on pending draft 
legislation. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 31, 1969 


porary extension of the authority con- 
ferred by the Export Control Act of 1949. 


Approved November 4, 1969 


TE Glenn cntncincan Public Law 91-107 
An Act to amend the provisions of the 
Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act, 
1930, to authorize an increase in license 
fee, and for other purposes. 

TE SEG ikikse ckncwncne Public Law 91-108 
An Act to amend the Act of September 9, 
1963, authorizing the construction of an 
entrance road at Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park in the State of North Caro- 
lina, and for other purposes. 


Approved November 6, 1969 


Ed... Bi: Gieiccnccnnnsen Public Law 91-111 
Joint Resolution to declare a national day 
of prayer and concern for American service- 
men being held prisoner in North Vietnam. 

Public Law 91-109 
An Act to amend the Act entitled “An Act 
to provide for the establishment of the 
Frederick Douglass home as a part of the 
park system in the National Capital, and 
for other purposes”, approved September 
5, 1962. 

TED. Gi nndacnencanen Public Law 91-110 
An Act to authorize and direct the Secre- 
tary of Agriculture to execute a subordina- 
tion agreement with respect to certain 
lands in Lee County, South Carolina. 
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OE ekiscndanecsanesmeeeue 1354, 1362 Ee er 1405 
Foreign Scholarships, Board of--__--- 1432 BE, copaccdndtesntniaeusiadedan 1486 
Great Lakes Fishery Commission, DE, wikvdncckacsuuncnmesanae 1362 
United States Section_.......-.-- 1536 Se eee ee 1486 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Com- ee RCE 1405 
mission, U.S. Commissioner---_---_ 1536 ED ktimicunwnnenmdeedeuls 1405 
Interior Department, Commissioner TE stab a auan nnmacnida pha 1362 
Oe I oii ccncemnenciccian 1458 World Health Organization, Exec- 
International Bank for Reconstruc- utive Board, U.S. Representative 
tion and Development, U.S. Exec- and Alternate Representative_ 1360, 1405 
WHS TO 5 iiiccne 1351, 1362 Appropriations bills, fiscal 1970, letter 
International Boundary Commission, urging action by Congress__-_--_---- 1496 
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Presidential Unit Citations._... 1348-1350, 
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Appalachian Regional Commission, 
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Appropriations, fiscal 1970, letter to 
President of the Senate, Speaker, 
and congressional leaders_-_-._..__- 1496 
Budget amendment requests... 1361, 1404 
Consular convention between US. 
and Belgium, message to Senate... 1381 
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U.S. participation in United Nations, 
report transmittal__.............. 1536 
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Weather modification, National 
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Narcotics and dangerous drugs. 1458, 1474 
Organized crime, legislation.... 1402, 1462 
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Navy Department, Secretary....---- 1351 
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District judges. See United States courts. 
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ee 1424 
ae 1432 


Dominican Republic, Ambassador from. 1361 
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Drugs 
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Control of narcotics and dangerous 
1402, 1459, 1474 


1353, 1394, 1396, 1526 











1574 

Duke, Dorothy----------------------- 1393 
Dwyer, Repr. Florence P-------------- 1525 
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Economic Opportunity, Office of. See 
Office of Economic Opportunity. 

Economic opportunity programs, reor- 
ganization of the Office of Economic 


Opportunity ---------------------- 1399 
Economic Policy, Cabinet Committee 

OR eo a  iecetiemerectoenmene 1361 
Economy, national 

Cost of living....-.---.-.----- 1427, 1431 
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